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6:00 pm ï Word tips, PDF tips, and more tips. 
 
7:00 pm - The Fall version of Windows 10 Creators 
Update has started coming to our computers and Bill 
James, VP Operations, Computer Club of Oklahoma City, 
will take us through whatôs new in this version via a live 
interactive webinar. We all learned a lot about the Spring 
update when he gave us a presentation in May.  
 
From 1984 to date, weôve come a long way. Microsoft 
had worked with Apple Computer to develop applications 
for Apple's January 1984 original Macintosh, the first 
mass-produced personal computer with a graphical user 
interface (GUI) that enabled users to see user friendly 
icons on screen. Despite positive responses to its early 
presentations and support from a number of hardware 
and software makers, Windows 1.0 was received poorly 
by critics. 

 

http://www.scvcomputerclub.org/
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A Tale of Two Printers  

By  Greg Skalka, Pres ident, Under the Computer Hood 

User Group , CA  

November  2017 issue, Drive Light  

www.uchug.org / president (at) uchug.org  
 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times . . . 
It was time to buy a new printer. 
 
It seems that all the traditional computer input/output devices are falling out of favor. 
The rise in popularity of the tablet computer and now especially the smartphone has 
played a major part in this. The previously iconic combination of desktop computer, 
monitor, keyboard, mouse and printer has not been the norm in the personal computer / 
tech world for some time. The laptop or notebook PC, which generally eliminates the 
need for a separate display, keyboard and mouse, has been outselling the desktop for 
quite many years already. Now the ultra-portable smartphones and tablets, with their 
integrated touch-screen displays, have surely put monitor, keyboard and external 
pointing device sales in a steep decline. 
 
Printer sales are also declining. Iôm like most people in wanting to cut back on the 
amount of paper in my life, both to reduce clutter and help the environment. Iôd much 
prefer a paperless life, where my bills and financial statements come as downloaded 
pdfs, rather than hard copies in the mail, and my file cabinet of personal and financial 
data is a USB external hard drive. Smartphones are helping in this trend. More and 
more, tickets, coupons and other identifying documents are being accepted when 
displayed on a smartphone or tablet screen, instead of having to present a physical 
piece of paper (barcodes have also helped make this happen). 
 
While my goal is to eliminate my home file cabinets by scanning my existing paper 
documents and insisting on electronic documents in the future, there are still times 
when I do need to print. Some of the continued interest in computer printing is probably 
generational. I still own printers; my adult children do not. Just as most millennials have 
ñcut the cordò in their switch from cable TV (or televisions in general) to streaming 
content from the Internet, they have also abandoned the personal printer. My son and 
daughter, both in their late 20ôs, each still own a laptop in addition to their smartphones, 
but have no interest in having a printer. They have no need to print photos, preferring to 
post them online or display them on their phones. The few hard copies they need to 
make can be printed at work, or at the copy center at Staples or Office Depot (or at 
Dadôs house). 
 
I started my work life in the early 1980ôs, so Iôve witnessed the evolution of the personal 
computer and the personal printer. Iôve owned dot-matrix and daisy-wheel impact 
printers, as well as ink jet and laser printers. When my children were young, they had 
their own individual printers and desktop computers for school work, resulting in four 
printers in the house. Every computer needed its own printer as each stood alone and 
disconnected in the days before the Internet. Since the development of modern home 
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networking and networked printers, my wife and I have been sharing a single printer for 
the past eight years. 
 
The HP OfficeJet Pro 8500 all-in-one network printer I bought for my wife in 2009 has 
always resided in the downstairs bedroom that is her home office. She uses it weekly to 
print stock lists for her job as a retail seed merchandiser. It is a printer / scanner / fax 
machine in one unit, with a single-sided scanner feeder in addition to flat-bed scanning 
capability (it can automatically scan a stack of pages on one side only). It can also 
automatically print double-sided to save paper. It has a wired Ethernet connection to my 
home network, so I can print to it from my ñofficeò upstairs. It is not so useful for me to 
run downstairs to scan, so I have kept my old USB flat-bed scanner in my office. 
 
I still have an old HP Deskjet 5650 printer and an Epson Stylus Photo R340 printer in 
my office, but Iôve not used either in over eight years and should probably get rid of 
them. The Deskjet is old and slow, and I get better quality for the few photos I need 
printed by going to the photo center in Costco, rather than using the finicky Epson. I 
also have a Samsung ML-2510 low-cost black laser printer, but I donôt use it much. 
Laser printers use heat to fuse powdered toner to the paper, and this printer seems to 
generate quite a lot of heat. I can feel an excessive amount of heat coming off the top of 
the printer when it has been on for just a few minutes, so to reduce energy usage (and 
fire risk), I only leave it on long enough to print. 
 
One thing I have always wanted in a printer is the ability to print on 11ò x 17ò paper. I 
have this capability at my work and find it is really useful when printing CAD drawings 
and diagrams, as well as large spreadsheets. Another useful feature Iôve been looking 
for is the ability to scan double-sided originals automatically (this is a special feature of 
the scannerôs document feeder). Late last year I saw an HP OfficeJet 7740 all-in-one 
printer advertised with a great price at Fryôs; it had both features, so I bought it as a 
birthday present to myself. I planned to set it up in my office in place of my scanner, so I 
would have printing and scanning at hand. Unfortunately, my life is often too busy, and 
so this new printer sat in its box for most of 2017. 
 
Over the years, the HP8500 printer served us well with few issues. Occasionally the 
print quality would drop, with blank streaks in the printed output. Using its diagnostic 
software to clean the print heads usually solved the problem, though with time multiple 
and more frequent cleaning cycles were needed. Finally, this spring, even three head 
cleaning cycles didnôt completely restore good print quality, and the HP diagnostic 
software reported that new print heads were needed. 
 
With most HP printers Iôd owned, the print heads were part of the ink cartridges, so you 
got fresh heads with each cartridge replacement. With the HP8500, the ink cartridges 
were just ink reservoirs; the heads were separate replaceable modules. Despite their 
supposed simplicity, the HP940XL ink cartridges it used still cost around $100 per set 
(three color cartridges and one black). Even though the two print head modules cost 
around $80, I was happy enough with the performance we had gotten out of the printer 
over the eight years we had used it, and so bought a set. 
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Replacing the heads was easy to do, and at first solved the problem completely. The 
print quality was once again excellent. A month later, however, the printer abruptly 
stopped working. It gave an error message that no heads were installed, thus it refused 
to print at all. I tried removing and reinstalling the heads, with no improvement. Only 
then did I go online to search on this fault and found many other users with the same 
problem after replacing heads. The only solution reported by these users was to 
temporarily reinstall the old print heads until they were recognized, and then swap the 
new heads back in. Even this was not often a permanent solution; some reported 
having to perform this swap periodically. Since Iôd listened to my wife and thrown the old 
heads away right after installing the new ones, this solution was not an option. Because 
a new printerôs cost was not much more than another set of heads for this one, it was 
time to go shopping. 
 
My wife of course needed to print for her work activities the next day, and it was too late 

to get her a new printer that evening. Fortunately, I had the new 
HP7740 printer I had bought for my own use but had not set up 
yet. The setup for this network printer was far easier than the old 
HP8500 was eight years ago. Once the new printer was 
powered and connected with an Ethernet cable to my home 
network (it could also connect via Wi-Fi), the printer software and 

drivers could be installed easily from the HP website. The software automatically 
searched for the printer on my network and configured everything. Creating an HP 
printer account on their site allows you to obtain an email address for the printer. Any 
emails sent to that address are printed (up to 10 MB and up to 10 attachments), making 
it easy to print remotely or from any device that can send emails, including 
smartphones, tablets and Chromebooks. I installed the software on her computer as 
well, so we could both use my new printer. 
 

Later that week we went printer shopping for my wife and 
bought an HP OfficeJet Pro 8715 from Costco. It had all the 
features of the HP7740 but had only one paper tray for 8.5ò x 
11ò paper. It was just as easy to set up and, as a bonus, it 
uses the same HP952XL ink cartridges as the 7740. I set it 
up in place of the broken HP8500 in her office, and she has 
been happily printing ever since. 

 
Our old HP8500 served us well for many years. These two new printers provide many 
new capabilities and are easier to set up and use. Hopefully we can look forward to 
many years of good use out of them as well. 
 
It is a far, far better printing situation than I have ever known. 
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Back to Google Earth  

By Len Nasman, Webmaster, Bristol Village Computer Club, OH  

September/October  issue, BVCC Newsletter  

http://bvres.org/bcchrome.html - webmaster (at) bvres.org  
 
There seems to be no end to the global data base 
available through Google Earth. To start with, here 
is a link to a video that explains how Google Earth 
3D images are created. I was surprised to learn that 
the 3D images of buildings are generated from 
pictures taken from airplanes.  
 

The Google Street View image collection continues to 
expand with pictures taken from cars, carts, back pack 
cameras, and even underwater cameras. 
 
Now Google has increased their data collection efforts 
by allowing regular folks to add to the collection using 
something called Snap. You can take your own 
pictures and add them to the Google Earth database. 
You can even use 3D cameras (now available at 
consumer level prices) to add dynamic 360-degree 
views. 
 

 
 
An interesting tool that has important 
implication for historical record keeping 
and scientific analysis is Google 
Timelapse. Using Google Earth Engine 
you can scroll through 22 years of aerial 
photos and see how the landscape of an 
area has changed. This is useful in 
everything from urban growth studies to 
glacial movement analysis to forest 

coverage studies. 
 
I have looked at the Timelapse aerial photos of the woods I grew up in near Kane, PA, 
and found it a bit depressing. The area of our ósecret fishing crickô that used to require 
a several mile hike through unmarked forest has been destroyed by numerous oil wells 
and access roads. You might be amused by checking Timelapse photos of your places 
of interest. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suo_aUTUpps&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suo_aUTUpps&feature=youtu.be
https://www.google.com/streetview/
https://www.google.com/streetview/
https://www.google.com/streetview/
https://www.google.com/streetview/publish/
https://www.google.com/streetview/publish/
https://earthengine.google.com/timelapse/
https://earthengine.google.com/timelapse/
https://earthengine.google.com/timelapse/
https://earthengine.google.com/
https://earthengine.google.com/
https://earthengine.google.com/
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Kretchmarõs Korner 

Can You Beat the Bots?  

By David Kretchmar, Computer Hardware Tech,   

Sun City Summerlin Computer Club, NV  

November 2017 issue, Gigabyte Gazette  

ww w.scscc.org  / tomburt89134 (at) cox.net  

 
When tickets for a musical I wanted to see (Book of Mormon) went on sale at the Smith 
Centerôs website, I immediately went on line to buy tickets. I was surprised to learn that 
only a few scattered seats remained, even though tickets had only been on sale for a 
few hours. Yet ticket scalpers had plenty of seats available - for double or triple their 
original selling price. 
 
When the play returned to the Smith Center last year I went on online the minute as 
soon as tickets were available (12:00 A.M.) and I could score 4 tickets for great seats 
(about 5th row center orchestra) at a reasonable price, but I noticed many good seats 
had already been sold. How could this be, I wondered? 
 
The answer is, of course, Bots; they are software robots that enter multiple orders, 
sometimes many thousands of times instantly, for scarce items. Often popular items 
such as show, and sporting event tickets, popular electronics, and hot childrenôs toys 
are the target of Bots. 
 
Since the dawn of the Internet, scalpers have been using shopping Bots to scoop up 
online ticket sales within seconds of their being offered. They then sell the tickets for 
huge markups. Often shoppers will place orders and tickets will disappear from their 
virtual shopping carts before they can check out. 
 
Congress acted to stop ticket scalping by passing the Better Online Ticket Sales Act of 
2016 AKA the Bots Act of 2016, but the new regulations apply only to event tickets. The 
popular East Village and then Broadway play Hamilton is credited with helping to 
precipitate the legislation. The Broadway show sold out more than a year in advance, 
and $200 face value tickets were going for $800, shutting out even members of 
Congress.  
 
This holiday season Shopping Bots will again be used to 
snatch up hot toys and electronics as soon as they become 
available online. Then they will only be available on sites 
such as eBay, or maybe Craigôs list where they will be sold 
at inflated prices.  But if your grandchild just must have the 
latest incarnation of a certain toy (remember ñTickle Me 
Elmoò a few years ago), the outrageous price will often be 
paid rather than having to deal with a very disappointed kid.   
 
Many vendors have attempted to limit the power of shopping Bots with software 
programs, with limited success so far. Vendors identify Bots by their Internet  
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IP address, but Bots have learned to disguise these. Bots can also pay in a variety of 
way to obscure the fact they are Bots. In this cat and mouse game of vendors vs. Bots 
the Bots have usually eventually been successful.   
 
Some vendors are having some success addressing the issue. Adidas, the sports shoe 
manufacturer, has initiated a new program called Confirmed. This App lets a buyer 
reserve and pay for shoes online, then pick them up in person at a retailer (you go brick 
and mortar!). You might have noticed some online sellers require potential buyers to put 
an item in their virtual shopping cart before the price is revealed. This is partially 
designed to prevent shopping Bots from zeroing in on a good price and blocking out 
retail buyers. 
 
You can do some things to prevent Bots from stealing your successful on line buying 
experience. Learn what the suggested retail price of an item is before you shop, and 
donôt pay any more. The biggest way to defeat scalpers is to shop early. And  
good luck with that toy. 
 

 

Be Your Own Mechanic with FIXD  

Review by Bob Schultz, Editor,  

Lake -Sumter Computer Society  

October 2017 issue, NewsBytes  

www.lscs.us / Editors (at) lscs.us  
 

I am sure there are times you would like to answer our own question about your cars 
performance before you take it somewhere to have work done. You would like to know 
basically what is wrong with your car if you suspect a problem. Or, even if you don't 
have a problem you would like to know how your car is performing. 
 
Well now you can do that. Every new car since 1996 has a port for plugging in a device 
to examine your cars performance. 

 
This new device will instantly diagnose your car's problems for 
you and translate them into simple, easy-to-understand terms ï 
and much more! Meaning, the next time a mechanic is trying to 
pull one over on you, you can call them on it! It's called FIXD. It 
is the first easy-to-use car health maintenance monitor. 
 
BEST PART: When that "Check Engine Light" comes on, FIXD 
tells you exactly what's causing it in a way anyone can 
understand. No more looking up codes or taking it to the 
dreaded auto shop only to be given a list of unnecessary repairs 
ï never again! You can also turn off the check engine light right 

from the FIXD App if the problem is not serious or if you want to see if it will reoccur. 
How cool is that?! 
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Sounds Great, But How Much Does It Cost? With all the benefits FIXD provides, you'd 
think it would cost a few hundred dollars, right? That's what makes this company so 
great. The founders of FIXD made it incredibly affordable so they can help as many 
people as possible avoid getting scammed by mechanics, while also staying on top of 
their car's health. It retails for only $59 and you can purchase it on their official website. 
https://www.fixdapp.com/ 
 
Don't wait until it's too late! A small investment of a little more than that cost of an oil 
change can keep your car running smoothly and out of shady auto shops. 
 
 

Use Speech to Control Your PC and Compose Text   

By Nancy DeMarte, 2 nd  Vice President,  

Sarasota Technology Users Group, FL  

October 2017 issue, STUG Monitor  

www.spcug.org / ndemarte (at) Verizon.net  
 
Speak:  
Many modern devices have digital voice personalities that can help you find things or 
complete tasks. Some of these even have names, like Siri for Apple devices, Alexa for 
Amazon Echo, and Cortana for Windows. Microsoft Office and Windows 10 recently 
have added or upgraded speech features that provide both text to speech and speech 
to text. Speak is a new feature that helps you proofread what you have typed by 
listening to the computer read it aloud. 
 
For example, if Iôm typing a Word document and want to see if my wording is smooth 
and accurate, I can use ñSpeakò to hear how it sounds. The Speak feature is also found 
in other Microsoft apps - Outlook, PowerPoint, and OneNote. 

 
To use óSpeak,ô click anywhere in a document. Then click the Review tab 
on the ribbon. In the Speech group, click óRead 
Aloud,ô which opens an audio control bar. Click 
the right-pointing single arrow, then sit back and 
listen. You can choose a male or female voice 

by clicking the setting icon which resembles a person on the 
audio bar. 
 
Windows Speech Recognition (WSR):  
Windows has had a speech recognition feature for several years. This tool lets a user 
dictate into a microphone without the use of a keyboard or mouse and have his or her 
speech translated into text. It can be used to compose articles, write letters or emails, fill 
out forms, or complete other writing tasks. You can also use WSR to perform the basic 
functions of a computer, like opening an app, selecting a word, showing a list of 
commands, and adding punctuation. Originally, it was difficult to set up, but the current 
version is much easier to configure and use. Learning to use WSR is especially 
worthwhile if your typing skills are weak. 
 

 Speak icon 

Audio Control bar 
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You must have a microphone before setting up Speech Recognition. I found that a set 
of headphones with a microphone attached works very well. While it is also possible to 
find a Windows microphone in the MS store, a headset or free-standing mic is 
recommended.  
 
Once you have a microphone plugged into your computer and turned on, itôs time to 
locate and set up Speech Recognition. In Windows 7, click Start > All Programs > 
Accessories > Ease of Access > Speech Recognition. In Win 10, type óSpeechô in the 
Search box and choose the best match, Speech Recognition, which opens the Speech 
Configuration window, pictured below:  
 

 
Speech Configuration Window 

 

1. There is a wizard (set of steps) to help you with setup. Click ñStart Speech 
Recognitionò to start the wizard. It will take you through all the steps in the order 
in which they are listed. 

2. First, you will set up the microphone for correct placement and volume setting. 
3. The speech tutorial consists of two short video tutorials that demonstrate the two 
main uses for speech recognition: ñHow to use WSR to get around your 
computerò and ñHow to use dictation with WSRò.  These are worth watching more 
than once. 

4. In ñTrain your computer,ò you practice reading text aloud so that WSR can learn 
your vocal inflections, accent, and tone. This makes the transition from speech to 
text more accurate. 

5. The last step is to print a few pages of valuable commands that WSR recognizes, 
a handy list.  

 
While no speech recognition tool is perfect, the Windows version does a pretty good 
job, and setup is an easy, non-threatening process.  
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10 reasons why your online purchase failed  

By Cynthia Mackley  

November 4, 2017 

https://cynmackley.com/  

 

I think weôve all experienced an attempt at purchasing online that didnôt go through. 
Sometimes we get an error that explains the issue, sometimes not. I thought it might be 
handy to run down the main reasons for failed transactions. 
 
 1. Letôs lead with the obvious. Insufficient funds in a bank account or not enough 
room on a credit card. Is it possible that an automatic payment has knocked your 
balance down? Could you have made an accounting error? Is there a hold on your 
account for something like a hotel room or rental car? Or worse, maybe your ID has 
been stolen and hackers have hit your bank account or used your credit card. It never 
hurts to check. 
 
2. You didnôt select the right payment method. Some sites ask you to select a 
particular type of credit or debit card. If you donôt make the selection, it wonôt properly 
process the rest of the information. 
 
3. A typo in the credit card number. You may think youôre putting it in correctly, but 

double-check. Thatôs a long string of numbers to get 
right. Also, donôt forget there could be an extra space 
or an invisible character. Or a simple error like typing 
a letter o for the numeral 0. If you have auto-fill 
enabled, it might be putting in the wrong numbers for 
you. Maybe the digits for an old card. Try reading it 
backward to check the numbers. Sometimes our brain 
tricks our eyes into believing that what we expect to 
see is there. 

 
4. Security code or CVV error. The security code is found on the back of most credit 
cards, but itôs located on the front of an American Express card. The printing is super-
tiny, so itôs easy to confuse. Look at it carefully, under a magnifying glass if necessary. 
 
5. Address mismatch. If the billing address of your credit card doesnôt match the billing 
address of your order, you may get an address order.  For example, if you have your 
credit card bill sent to a P.O. box and the billing address for your order is your home, 
you might get a mismatch. Also, something as simple as putting a street in all caps or 
abbreviating apartment as apt. can sometimes cause a mismatch. 
 
6. Check the expiration date. Did you enter it correctly? Has your card expired? 
 
7. Is it a new card?  Did you remember to activate it? 
 
8. What your credit card company views as an unusual purchase. If youôre 
shopping at an unfamiliar site, buying something out of the ordinary, or making a large 
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purchase, your credit card company or bank may block the purchase because it seems 
suspicious to them. 
 
9. Technical issues with your banks or with the credit card processor. Everyone 
has computer or Internet problems now and again. That holds true for banks and 
companies that process credit card purchases for online retailers. Although, if thatôs the 
case, the bank or shopping site probably has had multiple reports of the problem. 
 
10. Over-clicking or tapping. If youôre one of those people who just keep clicking or 
tapping on something when it doesnôt process fast enough for you, you could be 
causing your own problem. Every time you click or tap, youôre telling the processor to 
process the transaction again. When the credit card processor or bank sees five 
processing attempts in 10 seconds, that might activate a security alert and shut down 
your account temporarily.  
 

 

Interesting Internet Finds ð October   

By Steve Costello, Boca Raton Computer Society  

http://ctublog.sefcug.com / editor (at) brcs.org  
 

While going through the more than 300 RSS feeds, I often run across 
things that I think might be of interest to other user group members. 
 
The following are some items I found interesting during the month of October 2017. 

Did you know you can ñVoice Typeò in Google Docs? 

https://whatsonmypc.wordpress.com/2017/10/01/google-docs-voice-type/ 

I did not know this before reading this post, and I am sure not many others do either. No 
special software needed, but of course, you do need to have a working microphone. 

5 Common PayPal Scams and How to Avoid Them 

https://www.maketecheasier.com/common-paypal-scams/ 

If like me you use PayPal, you should read this post and be aware of these common 
scams as well as others. 

How to Use VirtualBox: User's Guide 

http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-to-use-virtualbox/ 

I use VirtualBox all the time and have told others about it. For anyone who wants to 
know more about VirtualBox this is an excellent source. 

https://whatsonmypc.wordpress.com/2017/10/01/google-docs-voice-type/
https://www.maketecheasier.com/common-paypal-scams/
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-to-use-virtualbox/
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Android Security 101: How to Secure Your Data Connections & Browse the Web 
Safely 

https://android.gadgethacks.com/how-to/android-security-101-secure-your-data-
connections-browse-web-safely-0180466/ 

Good general advice. Specific apps are suggested but not necessarily the best, though I 
use the suggested password manager and privacy browser myself, and have for a long 
time. It really doesn't matter, if you use a good alternative. 

Linux For Old Laptops: The 4 Best Linux Distros to Try 

https://www.addictivetips.com/ubuntu-linux-tips/linux-for-old-laptops-the-best-linux-
distros/ 

There are many Linux distributions out there. If you have an old laptop lying around, 
check out this post for four distributions to try if interested in trying Linux out. 

The Best Ways to Scan a Document Using Your Phone or Tablet 

https://www.howtogeek.com/209951/the-best-ways-to-scan-a-document-using-your-
phone-or-tablet/ 

If you have a smartphone or tablet with you, you also have a portable scanner. Check 
out this post to learn how to scan documents with Android or iOS devices. It is quick 
and easy on my Android smartphone. 

********** 

Most Fridays, more interesting finds will be posted on the Computers, Technology, and 
User Groups Blog: 

http://ctublog.sefcug.com/tag/interesting-internet-finds/ 

The posts are under Creative Commons licensing. 
 
 

How to Set Your iPhone to  

Remember Where You Parked  

By Bill Crowe, 1st Vice President,  

Sarasota Technology Userõs Group, FL 

September 2017 issue, Sarasota Monitor  

www.thestug.org / vp1 (at) thestug.org  
 

Itôs no fun to end your trip wandering around looking for your car. Now, thanks to a new 
iOS feature, you donôt have toïletôs look at how to take advantage of the ñParked Carò 
reminder in iOS 10.  

https://android.gadgethacks.com/how-to/android-security-101-secure-your-data-connections-browse-web-safely-0180466/
https://android.gadgethacks.com/how-to/android-security-101-secure-your-data-connections-browse-web-safely-0180466/
https://www.addictivetips.com/ubuntu-linux-tips/linux-for-old-laptops-the-best-linux-distros/
https://www.addictivetips.com/ubuntu-linux-tips/linux-for-old-laptops-the-best-linux-distros/
https://www.howtogeek.com/209951/the-best-ways-to-scan-a-document-using-your-phone-or-tablet/
https://www.howtogeek.com/209951/the-best-ways-to-scan-a-document-using-your-phone-or-tablet/
http://ctublog.sefcug.com/tag/interesting-internet-finds/
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What You Need  
Over the years, thereôs been a plethora of iOS apps that help remind you where your 
car is parked. Some of them are standalone single purpose apps. Others, like the 
popular GPS/driving software Waze, include a parking reminder tool.  
 
With the release of iOS 10, however, Apple introduced a welcome improvement: 
parking reminders integrated right into the Maps app built right into iOS. Now itôs easy to 
check where your car is without third party appséor remembering yourself.  
 
So, what do you need? First, youôll need an iOS device with a GPS chip (all iPhones 
and cellular-enabled iPads) running iOS 10 or above.  
 
Second, youôll need a car with Appleôs CarPlay integration or some sort of integrated 
Bluetooth (the parking reminder uses the loss of the CarPlay connection/Bluetooth 
signal as a marker that the car is parked). If you meet those two requirements, letôs look 
at ensuring the feature is on and linked to your car and then how to use it.  
 
How to Set It Up  
By default, the new feature should be enabled in iOS 10 without any fussing on your 
behalf, but that doesnôt mean everything always goes off smoothly.  
 
Ensure the Parked Car Reminder Is On  

 
It only takes a second or two to check if the setting is on, 
so letôs do so now. On your iOS device, open the Settings 
menu and scroll down until you see the entry for the 
ñMapsò app, as seen below. Select it, then scroll down 
again until you see the entry for ñYour Carò.  
 
If ñShow Parked Locationò is already on, leave it be and 
close the settings app. Otherwise, toggle it on.  

 

 
 
Pair Your Phone with Your Car  

If you havenôt already been using Bluetooth in 
your car for phone calls or music playback, youôll 
need to take a moment to pair your phone with 
the car. While the setup process varies from 
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vehicle to vehicle, the iOS side of things is always the same.  
 
Youôll need to put your carôs stereo or dashboard system into Bluetooth pairing mode, 
then navigate to Settings > Bluetooth on your iPhone.  
 
Ensure your Bluetooth is on.  

Scroll to the bottom of the device list to see the 
unpaired devices in your vicinity you can pair 
your phone with. Pair with your vehicleôs 
Bluetooth connection and youôre ready to go.  
 
Remember, the system only works if your 
Bluetooth is on. If you toggle Bluetooth off, you 
wonôt get the parking reminders, because your 
phone wonôt know when your car is near.  
 
 
 

How to Use the Parked Car Reminder  
Once youôve ensured the Parked Car reminder is turned on and your phone is linked to 
your car, the Parked Car reminder will automatically set itself every time you park and 
exit your vehicle. You can absolutely ignore the feature until you need it, but you may 
wish to interact with it pro-actively.  
 
First, letôs look at how you can use the Parked Car feature even if you do absolutely 
nothing. Any time youôre away from your vehicle, you can check your notificationsïin the 
screenshot below you can see the parking reminder on the iOS 10 lock screen 
notification panelïand look for ñMap Destinations.ò There youôll find an entry for ñParked 
Car.ò  

 
You can also access the Parked Car reminder by 
opening the Maps app, swiping up on the address 
search bar to reveal previous destinations, and selecting 
ñParked Car.ò  
 
Regardless of the way you access the menu, youôll see 
results like the parking reminder below.  
 
The most obvious function, and the one the requires no 
prior interaction from you, is to simply tap the 
ñDirectionsò button and follow the instructions to hoof it 

back to your car.  
 
There are, however, some handy functions here that are best accessed before you 
need to find your car.  
 
When you first park your car and get out, iOS will notice that youôre parked. You can 
immediately pull up the Parked Car feature and do several handy things. First, you can 
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tap the ñEdit Locationò button, if youôve noticed the 
GPS locating has hiccupped a bit or is otherwise 
inaccurate, and re-position the parking marker. If, for 
example, your car is buried in a giant multi-layer 
parking structure, it might be handy to move the 
marker to the actual street entrance to the parking 
structure, so the return instructions will guide you back 
to the appropriate entrance.  
 
Speaking of giant parking structures, this brings us to 
two other handy functions: the photo and note 
function. Rather than open your camera app and take 
a picture of the parking reminder like the sign that 
says, ñFloor 1: Aisle 28A,ò you can snap a picture right 
in the parking reminder menu of the sign (or any other 
surrounding landmark that will help you find your car) 
or put a text note in the note slot.  
 
Source and Compliments of howtogeek.com 
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The Meeting that Was...October 

By Judy 
 
We had an overview of Pinterest and how to set it up at our 6:00 session. Iôm finding 
more and more images on images.google.com that have a Pinterest Save link.  

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We learned quite a lot about security with Bob Gôs presentation. Attendees were taking 
notes, asking questions, etc. Even though I have talked about most of the info Bob gave 

us, heôs the expert . His presentation was fun, informative, and interesting.  

 

I asked the attendees to send me a few short sentences on his presentation so I could 
upload info about the SCV Computer Club having a security presentation in NCSAM 
month ï thanks to the three who responded. 
 
As a member of the Santa Clarita Valley Computer Club, I want to thank you for your 
part in making Bob Gostischa available to speak to our club last week. I certainly found 
Bob's presentation to be both enlightening as well as entertaining. Bob was able to 
refresh our knowledge regarding the importance of computer security as well as 
introduce many related items which were new to most of us. Bob's presentation style is 
impressive which makes for a very rewarding experience. Denny Fuerst 
 
As a member of the SCVPC Club I want you to know that I found Bob's presentation 
very interesting, informative, helpful, and I learned allot. I found out more than I already 
knew about how to protect my computer from viruses, Trojans, worms, etc. I'm one of 
those lazy people that was using the same password for all my accounts, even financial, 
and Bob showed me that was a dangerous thing to do. Already, since I left his seminar, 
I have established new passwords that are 80 to 90 % stronger than what I was using. 
 
Allot of our members, I think, were unaware that you should freeze your account with 
the three credit bureaus. They give you a PIN which you use to unfreeze it at any time. 
When you call them, you should also find out if you were compromised. 
 

Pinterest Business 
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In general, I found his tips for staying safe online and preventing Identity theft very 
enlightening. Frank Marion 
 
I am a little late in sending thanks to Bob regarding his excellent (and easy to 
understand) Webinar presentation to members of our club on Oct 11, 2017. He was 
knowledgeable, fun to listen to, and I certainly learned some important Do's and Don'ts 
regarding internet security and Identity Theft. Since the webinar was held at 7:00 PM 
(after my dinner), his sense of humor kept me alert and interested. I also liked his idea 
of the computer facing the audience - this made it much more interactive and had a 
personal feel to the presentation. I would really enjoy more Webinar presentations from 
him. Kudos to Bob and a special thank you. Kathy Ellis 
 
From Judy: He has already started booking his 2018 presentations. Iôll be setting up his 
SoCal tour; weôll have his 2018 webinar in October to celebrate NCSAM.  
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Membership Application 
(Please Print) 

 
__________________________________ 

Name 
 
__________________________________ 

Address 
 
__________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 
 
_________________________________ 

Home Phone 
 
__________________________________ 

E-mail 
 
__________________________________ 

Areas of Interest 
 

 

Level of computer skills (please circle) 
 
Novice                   Average                
Expert 
     
Mail to: SCV CC, 18727 Nadal Street, 
Canyon Country CA 91351 

 

Membership Benefits 
Around Town 

 
 

Lefty.tech 
aka Mark Thomas Computer Support 

26117 Rainbow Glen Drive 
Newhall 91321 

661.250.7440 / Lefty@Lefty.Tech 
65+ = $10 discount on Onsite support 
In-your-house support also available 

 
Rogers System Specialist 

IS CLOSED 

2017/2018 SCV CC OFFICERS 
 
President  Judy Taylour 
scvcomputerclub(at)gmail.com 
 
 
Information Line  661.513.4612 
 
Snail Mail  18727 Nadal Street 
   Santa Clarita, CA 
91351 
 
General Meeting 2nd Wednesday / 

month 
     
  SCV Senior Center 

   22900 Market Street 

   Newhall CA 91321 
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The information appearing in this newsletter is distributed solely for use by SCV 
Computer Club members. Permission is enthusiastically granted to reprint all or any part 
by similar non-commercial publications provided credit is given to the author of the 
article and the DATALINE. 
The publication of information in this newsletter constitutes no guarantee of accuracy 
and its use by readers is discretionary. All opinions expressed are those of the authors 
and not necessarily those of the SCV Computer Club. 
The SCV Computer Club is dedicated to supporting the needs of its 
members and to the exchange of information about computers, 
peripherals, services, hardware and software through meetings, its 
web page, and the distribution of this newsletter. 
 
The SCV Computer Club is a member of SCRUGS and APCUG 
(Southern California Regional User Group Summit) 
(Association of Personal Computer User Groups) 
 
 

Annual membership Dues     $30.00 
Annual Family      $54.00                                   
Senior  (55)                              $27.00                                       
Senior Family (55)                                 $48.00                                  
Student Membership                             $25.00 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                  40% Discount 

                 

 

  

                

 

 

 

 

                  35% Discount 

                                           

 

 

           

 

One free class / member 

See Judy for Free Voucher # 

 

40% Discount 

 

30% Discount 

eBooks – 50% discount 

Contact Judy for Discount Info 


